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“PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT OF  

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE SCIENCE AND INNOVATION PROGRAMS” 

329. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister representing the Minister for Science and Innovation: 

I refer to the answer to question without notice 212.  

(1) What projects were selected for review? 

(2) What was the total amount of state government funding provided for each of those projects?  

(3) What was the criterion used to evaluate each program?  

(4) If, as the minister says, available data was poor in assessment and comparison of these science and 

innovation projects, what other measures will the minister use to determine the success or otherwise of 

the government’s funding strategies for future programs?  

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) I am advised that the programs selected for review are: a Western Australian major research facility 

program; centres of excellence in science and innovation program, including the Australian Research 

Council COE; Cooperative Research Centre headquarters, CRC node, COE research centre and COE 

research facility sub-programs; and a Western Australian research fellowship program.  

(2) WAMRF $41 million; centres of excellence, including programs, $28.2 million; and WARF, 

$4 million.  

(3) Each program was assessed against the following criteria: achievement of program aims, contribution to 

Western Australian performance and contribution to innovative system performance.  

(4) Performance data was sourced retrospectively from projects’ annual and final reports, and missing data 

was sourced through direct correspondence with project leaders. However, this process failed to provide 

complete data for all projects. The Department of Commerce has since developed and implemented a 

science and innovation evaluation framework that is based on assessing intended benefits to the state in 

two dimensions: firstly, economic, social and environmental—that is, triple bottom-line benefits to 

Western Australia; and, secondly, Western Australian innovation systems, benefits—namely, enhanced 

research capacity and skills-based business innovation and commercialisation, and links and 

collaboration. 

 


